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Big Missile Sale to Saudi Arabia 
Opposed by Key Congress Panels 


s/ 


By BERNARD G WERTZ MAN 

•»*“» Yort Ttna 

WASHINGTON, April 23 — Two key 
Congressional committees voted today 
to prevent President Reagan from sell- 
ing |354 million worth of advanced mis- 
siles to Saudi Arabia. 

The actions set the stage for a major 
showdown over the Administration's 
Middle East policy in the next two 
weeks. 

Reflecting what are regarded as sig- 
nificant majorities in both the Senate 
and House, the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee voted 11 to 6 a gains t 
the proposed sale, and the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee took the same 
action by an overwhelming voice vote. 

Only two of the House group's 40 mem- 
bers spoke in favor of the sale, 
i Both the Senate and the House will 
I vote on the resolutions of disapproval 
of the missile sale by May 8. if, u 
s ** m * both houses of Congress 
oppose the sale by majority votes, it 
would be the first time that any arms 
sale was turned down in the 10 years 
that Congress has had the right to re- 
ject arms sales. 

But Mr. Reagan has vowed to veto 
such a vote. It is less certain that those 
opposed to the sale can muster the nec- 
essary two-thirds votes to overturn a 
Presidential veto. 

Inanother action, the 
Affairs Committee, by a 22-tn-ts vm. 
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feUl Should be made a Qu estion of p ubl ic 
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approved a bill sponsored 

sentative _LegJL_Hamilton. Democrat 

^ jjuuiatd: 1 Chairman of tt aLSgtet 

Committee on Intell igence, to compel 


representative 
Dante Fascell, Democrat of Florida 
who opposed the Hamilton hill, said he 
did not believe It would ever be enact- 
ed. 

The opposition to the Saudi arms sale 
Is being led by Senator Alan Cranston 
Democrat of California, and Repre- 
Levine, Democrat of 
California. There are 64 cosporwor* at 
the resolution of disapproval in the Sen- 
ate. House opponents are said to repre- 
sent more than a majority there. 

The missile package is for two differ- 

e J?* type? of air-to-air Sidewinder mis- 
« 8158 million; 200 stou^ 
Stinger antiaircraft missiles 
with 600 extra missiles, valued at 880 
m Ilion; and 100 air-toahip Har poo n 
missiles, valued at $107 million. 
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i'r*t, e American support for the Saudis 
^ ! m J >ortant 011 producer faces 
t*™* 1 from Iran. Also, the 
Administration contends that the Sau- 
dis have been a force for stability In the 
Persian Gulf and that it was critical 

* h ® States k* se * n as will - 1 
ing to help them. 
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I r a ?!!f t T 0r ^ Klcnara G * Lu « a r> Repubu- 
oan of Indiana, chairman of the For- 
eign Relations Committee, was one of 
in ItS? ' S1 * committee members to vote for 
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thi U MiHHi° U rr f0rei f n P® 1 *®* interests In 
e East ,f we den y a friendly 
pro-Western regime the basic tools it 
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Ultimately, the damage will be) 
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^ Hamilt0n jag an " Md ^ g i d 
giv«i to forces led by Jonas Savim bi 
n ad at tne group Known ffff U nits, la t™ 
important to be left to ip overt pmgrrnc 


“® ut our P® 11 ^ has neither yielded 
Saudi support for key United States 
initiatives, nor resulted in Saudi coop- 
eration in advancing United StatreuC 
^rjty Interests in the Middle East," he 

The opposition to the Saudi sales has 
arisen even though Israel has not made 
1 and *>*• leading pro-Israeli 
°^rtnj, °^»niatlon, the American 
Affairs Committee, has 
publicly declared that it would nnt 
work for the defeat 6f the «lT 
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